CERTIFICATION MAP’S GUIDE TO A MASTER OF EDUCATION
If you are considering a Master of Education, you are already a teacher who cares about improving your practice and your students’
learning. But before you apply for a master’s program, you should know a bit more about how the admissions process work. While a Master of
Education is not a requirement to be a teacher, it will advance your teaching skills and signal to all that you are a professional interested in
consistently improving your practice.
A Master of Education may also provide you with greater job opportunities. Districts and principals look for educators who seek
professional development, enjoy collaborating with other educators in communities of practice, have advanced skills and understand the most recent
research on teaching and learning. Your ongoing education makes you appealing to more schools and may also help you earn a higher teaching salary.

Keep in mind that teaching requirements vary from state to state. Always make sure that a master’s program is compatible with your state’s
department of education teaching requirements before applying.
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MASTER OF EDUCATION:

ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS

TYPES OF PROGRAMS
There are many different types of programs, ranging from those that focus
on curriculum and instruction to those that focus on administration (see our
“Degree Specializations” section for additional information). You also need
to decide whether you want to apply to a traditional school-based
program, an online program or a blended program. Most traditional
not have a full-time job, this might be a good option for you.
Online and blended programs often provide working teachers the
opportunity to earn their degree part-time. These programs allow you to
learn early in the morning or late at night, which is convenient for working
teachers. However, online programs require you to be organized,
self-disciplined and you must be able to use the technology.
Before you choose your program, consider which type will best meet your
schedule and learning style.

REQUIREMENTS

keep a chart or spreadsheet outlining the materials you need to send and when you need to send them.
Here are some additional requirements:
before the semester begins.
Graduate applications are lengthy documents. There are typically one or more essays that every applicant must complete. Give yourself
enough time to complete application materials of high quality. Have a friend or relative review your materials to be sure everything is well written and also to be sure
you have everything you need to submit.
Make sure your undergraduate major and GPA align with school requirements or preferences. Besides transcripts, many universities
require a minimum GPA (often 3.0). Some schools may even have a preferred degree that they look for in applicants.
You may need up to three letters from people familiar with your work (professors, employers, etc). Schools of education generally
look for references from different people. Don’t send three personal references. Be sure your references are from those with whom you have worked, professors and
maybe others who know how well you will succeed in a rigorous Master of Education program.

Nearly all universities require one, and it is nonrefundable. Your application will not be processed without this.

Remember, your application is your opportunity to sell yourself as an ideal candidate. Make sure that you follow directions carefully, revise and proofread your
documents for errors (this can make or break you), and make sure that you have sent all required documents.
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MASTER OF EDUCATION: CURRICULUM
develop their methods and become adaptive and responsive to student needs. The curriculum prepares candidates to develop and maintain effective classroom
practices, and apply appropriate technologies to help students meet their instructional goals.

DEGREE SPECIALIZATIONS
Most master’s programs have you choose a specialization or a focused area of study. Here are 11 specializations that you can choose, as well as the
professions for which they qualify you:
ADVANCED INSTRUCTION: This program enables practicing teachers to work with

TEACHING ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS: This area prepares you to work

academic achievement.

with non-native English speakers as a consultant or classroom teacher. You can also
work abroad as an English teacher.

EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP OR ADMINISTRATION: This area will qualify you to

SPECIAL EDUCATION:

become a school administrator, such as a principal or superintendent. You would also

READING AND LITERACY: This area prepares you to be an elementary, middle or

secondary reading teacher. Literacy instruction is especially important at the elementary
level, and you may be a consultant or classroom teacher.

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION: This enables you to obtain or maintain your license as
an elementary school teacher.

MIDDLE LEVEL EDUCATION: This enables you to obtain or maintain your license as
a middle school teacher.

SECONDARY EDUCATION: This enables you to obtain or maintain your license as a

disabilities. Many special education teachers are required to get their master’s.

CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION: This area will qualify you to become a

curriculum director or department chair. You could be responsible for designing the
curriculum for an entire school or department.

SCHOOL COUNSELING: This specialty allows you to provide counseling services,

both educational and social, to students. You can become a school guidance counselor.

EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY: This area prepares you as a technology coordinator
for your school or district. You might provide teacher training, prepare STEM programs
or choose technology and programs for your school.

When choosing your master’s program and any specializations, consider factors like job prospects in your area and where your interests lie. You are making a
commitment to your education, and you will want to use the skills and knowledge you learn for many years to come. Choose an area of study that you enjoy!

CAPSTONE/THESIS
Although each Master of Education program differs regarding concentration and elective options, the majority consist of a capstone or thesis component, focusing on
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TECHNOLOGY IN SCHOOL

impacting education.

the country and answering questions in the back of a chapter. Great Master of Education programs will integrate multimedia literacy and new media literacy into the
courses you are taught so that you are prepared to apply these techniques in your own classrooms with your own students.

development offerings.
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HOW UNIVERSITIES ARE PREPARING MASTERS STUDENTS

assessments online and preparing teachers to use technology in their future classes. These skills are becoming more imperative as virtual schools and online classes
become increasingly popular at the elementary, middle and secondary levels. Georgia has made major moves to bring more virtual learning to students,
and with similar initiatives spreading throughout the country, schools are looking for new teachers that are technologically savvy.

interactive white boards and other technological tools for the classroom. Outside of school, students are already interacting with technology regularly, so it makes sense
With the drive for more STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) programs, as well as the need to compete in a global economy, students do not just want to
interact with technology; they need to in order to become successful in the future. Therefore, teachers must catch up with media-savvy students and embrace the new

MASTER OF EDUCATION: FINANCIAL AID
FEDERAL AID
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) online.

include enrollment in a school participating in the TEACH Grant program, grade point average of at least 3.25 and an agreement to serve a high-needs area in a school
serving low-income students for at least four years.
variety of scholarships and the application processes for each.

PRIVATE LOANS
payments until after you graduate, loans are offered by private institutions, so they set the rates and terms.
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MASTER OF EDUCATION: CAREER PATHS
While many graduates of Master of Education programs continue working in the classroom, the degree may also help you advance to higher-paying, specialized

SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR
deans, superintendents and other administrative positions require a master’s degree. According to Edu Choices, most administrators begin their careers in education
degree in school leadership or a similar program.

COLLEGE PROFESSOR
While many universities look for candidates with doctorates, most community colleges, online universities and continuing education programs require that instructors

EDUCATIONAL CONSULTANT
management, then you might consider becoming an educational consultant. A good way to get started is to get involved in professional development in your district.

EDUCATIONAL RESEARCHER

you. The AERA site includes information on how to obtain grants and funding for projects.

CURRICULUM SPECIALIST

administrator, is required.
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